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It seems, therefore, that Sayyid Husayn figures so
prominently in the biography on the grounds that Baha3 al-
Din was his immediate successor as shaykh al-islam of the
Safavid capital and leader of the religious establishment,
in other words, the direct heir to his mantle of authority.
His most likely role in the biography as a whole is as the
illustrious predecessor of Baha® al-Din. This transition
from one to the other must have been problematic: other
evidence concerning the leading Shicite jurists of sixteenth-
century Iran indicates that Baha3 al- Din may have had an

antagonistic relationship with Sayyid Husayn and perhaps
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Shaykh cAbd al-cAl as well. The latter two scholars may
in fact have been enemies who stood in the way of his
advancement. There was considerable friction between
the scholarly line of al-Shahid al-Thani, Husayn b. cAbd al-
Samad alcAmili, and Baha’ al-Din on the one hand and that
of cAli b. cAbd al-cAl al- Karaki (d. 940/1534), cAbd al-cAl
al-Karaki, and Sayyid Husayn al-Karaki on the other. The
conflict between them is clear over certain issues such as
Friday prayer, the giblah, and the status of Sunni Muslims.72
Sayyid Husayn al-Karaki had caused a major setback in the
career of Baha® al-Din’s father thirteen years prior to Shah
Ismacil IPs reign, ousting him from the office of shaykh al-
islam 70. al-Taluwi, Sanihat duma ‘l-qasr, fol. 125a.

71. It was standard Safavid practice to appoint deputies
for officials, including those who held the office of shaykh
al-islam, when they were temporarily unable to carry out
their duties for any of a variety of reasons. When Shah
cAbd al-cAli al- Kirmani, shaykh al-islam of Yazd, left Iran
to perform the pilgrimage in 982/1574, his brother Mir Razi
al-Din cAbd al-Riza and his son Mir Muhammad Mu’min
were appointed to serve in his place during his absence.
Qazi Ahmad includes the decree appointing those deputies

in Khulasat al-tawarlkh (2:624-25). Mirza Makhdum Sharifi
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was appointed to serve as deputy for his father Sharif cAbd
al-Bagi as qdil of Shiraz when Shah Tahmasb summoned
him to court at Qazvin and appointed him to a position
there. Mirza Makhdum, al-Nawagqid fi al-rawafid, fol. 105b.
A similar arrangement may have been made when BahaD
al-Din left Iran to perform the pilgrimage in 991/15883.
72.Andrew J. Newman, «Towards a Reconsideration,» 181-
85; idem, «The Myth of the Clerical Migration to Safawid
Iran: Arab Shicite Opposition to CAH al-Karaki and Safawid
Shiism,» Die Welt des Islams 33(1993): 66-112, here p. 105;
Devin J. Stewart, «Notes on the Migration of ‘Amill Scholars
to Safavid Iran,» JNES 55(1996): 81-103, esp. 97-99; idem,
«The First Shaykh al-islam,» 398-99.

Downloaded by [American University of Beirut] at 04:22
07 May 2012 194 Stewart of Qazvin and taking his place
ca. 970/1563.73 One would expect Baha3 al-Din to be a
sworn enemy of Husayn al-Karaki, who had in effect robbed
his father of the leading position of authority in the Empire,
and circumstantial evidence suggests that this may have
been the case. Iskandar Beg Munshi’s accounts of Sayyid
Husayn al-Karaki in Tarlkh-i calam-dra-yi cAbbasl reveal
the latent opposition to him among contemporary religious

scholars which Baha3 al-Din presumably shared.
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74 Mirza Makhdum al-Sharifi reports that contemporary
Shicite scholars agreed that Sayyid Husayn was sinful and
incompetent.75 Shaykh Husayn’s letter to Baha3 al-Din
urging him to leave Iran and seek his fortune elsewhere
implies a shared sense of disappointment with their careers
in Iran.76 The circumstances of BahaD al-Din’s pilgrimage
of 991/1583 and concomitant travels through Ottoman
territory also raise questions; the fact that he traveled in
disguise might suggest that he actually fled Iran in order to
avoid some problem which may well have involved a conflict
with Sayyid Husayn. While being detained by Ottoman
customs officials on the way into Ottoman territory at Amid
in 991/1583, he recorded that fate had disappointed him
and separated him from his loved ones, a statement that
may be construed as a reference to some unpleasantness
which persuaded him to leave Iran against his will.

77 Atthe very least, Baha3 al-Din may have felt, in 991/1583,
that the Shah had not recognized his talents sufficiently
and rewarded him accordingly. He may have felt that his
career was at a standstill and that he was overshadowed by
less accomplished senior colleagues. Such situations were
common enough among the scholarly elite, where intense

rivalries developed for personal and ideological reasons as
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jurists vied, within the fairly rigid confines of the academic
juridical system, for limited resources and rewards. The
sources, however, often tend to suppress or gloss over
such conflicts, and this is clearly the case in Muzaffar cAli’s
text. The texts of the excerpts themselves, highly laudatory
of the two Karakis, do not indicate a strained or antagonistic
relationship between them and Baha3 al-Din. In fact,
Muzaffar cAli presents a nearly hagiographical account
of Sayyid Husayn, something quite strange given the ill-
feeling that contemporary religious scholars were known to
harbor toward him. It is even more strange given the enmity
between Sayyid Husayn and Baha3 al-Din’s father. In
order to understand the logic in the text of the relationship
between Sayyid Husayn and Bahag al-Din, that is, the logic
underlying this entire section of the original biography, one
must examine the portrayal of Shah Ismail II’ s reign in the

excerpts.
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